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Informal Interpretation 
 

Date:  

 

NFPA Document Number: 13 

 

Paragraph Reference: Chapter 8, Section 8.5.5.3.1.1 

 

Open grate flooring over 4 ft. (1.2 m) in width shall require sprinkler protection below the grating. 

Explain how the Petitioner’s substantial interests are being affected by the LFO’s interpretation of the 

NFPA citation above:  

 
 

Enter a statement of the LFO’s interpretation of the NFPA citation above and identify the manner in 

which the statement was rendered: 

 
 

 

Enter a statement of the interpretation that the Petitioner contends should be given to the NFPA citation 

above and a statement supporting the Petitioner’s interpretation: 
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Explain how the Petitioner’s substantial interests are being affected by the question below:   
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Enter the Petitioner’s question concerning an interpretation of the FFPC:   

 

Is open grate flooring 4 foot in width or less considered obstructions that prevents sprinkler discharge from 

reaching hazard, and thus require sprinkler installation under open grating? 

 

Answer:  NO 

 

Although the LFO may have concerns that tires or other items “may” be stored or placed on the open 

grating causing obstructions to sprinkler discharge reaching hazards below, but this is more of an 

operational concern and not a sprinkler design issue. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Committee Answer Submitted by, 

James Groff, Chairman 

Informal Fire Code Interpretation Committee 

 

Region 1: Vacant / Vacant 

Region 2: Babette Ferris-No response / Vacant 

Region 3: James Groff-NO / Robert Growick- 

Region 4: Philip Guglietti- / Cheryl Edwards-NO 

Region 5: Anthony Apfelbeck – NO / Timothy Ippolito NO 

Region 6: Robert Salvaggio-NO /Alternate Janet Washburn-NO 

 Region 7: Bryan Parks-No Response / Vacant 
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